
One of the cherished customs for chil-
dren in my generation was Saturday 
morning cartoon shows. Unlike the 
“on-demand” access to television en-
tertainment today, you only had one 
chance each week, Saturday morning, 
to see your favorite show. A special 
treat during Saturday morning car-

toons was always the short “Schoolhouse Rock” clips 
that educated you about American history and values. 

“The Great American Melting Pot” was one of my favorite 
Schoolhouse Rock shows. It had a catchy tune and high-
lighted the strength and beauty in our country’s diversi-
ty. I can remember eating my mom’s leftover beef stew 
one morning while watching and thinking how the stew 
was just like our Great American Melting Pot. It seemed so 
simple to me that variety is not just good, it tastes better! 

The world consists of 7 billion people, living in 205 countries, 
speaking approximately 6,000 languages worldwide. This 
means that there are 20 times as many languages as there 
are countries. For students in the American public schools, 
this language diversity can present a significant challenge. 

“English Learners” is a term that represents students who have 
a native language other than English, and who have not yet 

demonstrated proficiency in reading, 
speaking, and writing in English.  
When a student’s language 
background impedes his/her 
ability to learn, it can be dif-
ficult for the student to par-
ticipate in and benefit from 
educational opportunities. 

In such cases, public school dis-
tricts are mandated to provide services, supports, and 
accommodations to allow EL students to participate and 
learn. According to a recent policy brief, by 2025 nearly 25 
percent of students in American public schools will  be En-
glish Learners, the fastest-growing student population group. 

Today, our country is certainly more diverse than ever be-
fore. The diversity of our languages, customs, skills, and 
experiences is a great asset, and something we embrace 
and celebrate. In this Edition of the District 29 Board of Edu-
cation Newsletter, we give an introduction into the incred-
ible work of the District to educate, support, and celebrate 
the diversity of our students that are English Learners.
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CALLING ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS 
Kindergarten registration is now open to all children turning five years old before September 1, 2019. 

Contact the Middlefork School office at 847-881-9500, or visit the District 29 website for more information.
 Parents and guardians are encouraged to register as soon as possible, as early determination of enrollment figures 

is critical in planning for the upcoming school year. 

“The diversity 
of our languages, 

customs, skills, and 
experiences is a great 

asset, and something we 
embrace and 

celebrate.”
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ENGLISH LEARNERS

There are currently 31 world languages 
in addition to English that are spo-

ken by District 29 families. The 
most common non-English lan-
guages spoken in our District are 
Polish, Russian, and Mandarin.

While some believe 
that English is an easy 

language to learn, this is far from the reality. 
The grammatical rules in the English language do not always 
exhibit consistent patterns. Learning any new language has 
its challenges, especially when it comes to learning the gram-
matical rules.  The exceptions to English grammar rules can 
be a particular challenge for the non-native English speaker. 

The primary purpose of our English Learner (EL)  services 
is to   support our students as they acheive native-like En-
glish proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  
In addition to the many educational opportunites that 
exist at District 29, the EL program encourages the con-
tinued use of each student’s native language and cele-
brates the diversity of language, culture, and customs. 

EL students, once referred to as students of English as 
a Second Language, are a consistently growing student 
population in the country. Based on the most recent data 
available from the National Center for Education Sta-
tistics, 9.5% of the U.S. school student population con-
sists of students whose home language is not English. 

According to the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), ap-
proximately 11% of the state’s Illinois student population 
is made up of English learners. In District 29, 3.4% of the 
student body are currently identified as English learners.

The ISBE requires all students whose home language is 
other than English to be screened for EL services. Students 
that are eligible for EL services receive a combination of 
both “push-in” and “pull-out” supports. Push-in supports 
are provided within the general education classroom 
to help the EL student(s) to access the classroom teach-
er’s instruction. In the primary grades, in-class support 
is most common during reading and writing activities. 

Developing a 
Dual Language Identity 

Over the holidays, EL students reflected on what 
means the most to them. Our EL students practice 

writing in both English and their native languages.

The Heart of it All:
EL Program’s Goal
Although the goal is for our English learners 
to achieve native-like English proficiency in 
the educational setting, we encourage the 
continued use of a different home language 
while helping students develop a dual lan-
guage identity in our diverse community.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

Applications for the Dr. B Scholarship Award are now available on the District 29 website. 

If you are a 2015 alumnus planning on attending college in the future, you are eligible 
for this $1500 award. Selection is based upon a demonstrated commitment to scholar-
ship and service, as were instilled by Dr. Bultinck during his 24 years as superintendent. 

All applications are due by March 20, 2019, with the recipient announced in June. 

Attention 2015 Sunset Ridge Graduates

District 29 Chief School Business Official Tom Beerheide re-
cently reported to the Board of Education that all financial 
measures indicate the District is in a strong financial posi-
tion. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) awarded 
the District a Certificate of Financial Recognition in honor 
of its commitment to financial excellence. The commen-
dation places the District in ISBE’s highest category of fi-
nancial achievement. Moody’s Investors Service reaffirmed 
the District’s Aaa rating, the highest rating available. The 
rating reflects the District’s historically solid fiscal perfor-
mance and strong financial management practices. An in-
dependent 2018 financial audit of the District resulted in 
an “unqualified opinion”, meaning there were no material 
issues found as part of the audit process. The report noted 
strong financial management and procedural safeguards. 

During 2018, the District ran a balanced budget with 
operating fund revenues of $13.75 million, and oper-
ating fund expenditures of $12.47 million. More than 
90% of the District’s revenues are generated through lo-
cal taxes, with approximately 5% coming from the state 
and federal government. Approximately 70% of the op-
erating budget is related to staff salaries and benefits. 
The District utilized surplus operating revenues to make 
payments for the new Sunset Ridge School, and mon-
ies from the District’s operating fund balance for build-
ing improvements at Middlefork School. The Board is 
committed to maintaining a fund balance of no less 
than 40% of the projected total operating revenues. 
The District’s Annual Independent Financial Audit is 
available for public viewing via the District website.

In the upper grades, in-class supports are often necessary 
to understand the technical vocabulary in science and so-
cial studies. Pull-out supports, provided by the EL teacher, are 
based on each student’s individual needs relative to devel-
oping English proficiency in oral language and literacy skills.

To learn more about the information used in this article, 
please visit Neha Patel-Varughese’s “Useful Links” page on 
the District 29 website (http://bit.ly/D29EnglishLearners).  

District 29 Maintains Strong Finances

There are 31 
languages 
spoken by 
District 29 
families.
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